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Preface
Alison Bailey has written with the Amersham Museum about the three Richardson sisters 
Josephine, Caroline and Mona, noting that they were widely travelled and independent 
ly-minded women - unusually so for their time.  They travelled widely, even when single, 
pioneered  women’s  education,  taught  the  daughters  of  the  Establishment  and  were 
probably active in the suffrage movement.
What were the formative influences on the young girls?
Much is made of their famous grandfather, the artic explorer Sir John Richardson. I grew 
up with tales of his doings in hardship as something of a role model.  However, we need 
to also look at the role of their mother Elizabeth.

Paternal Influences
Their father Willingham Franklin Richardson was a military officer in 
the  Royal  Engineers.  My  son  Richard  has  published  an  extensive 
biography of him  and this article draws on that substantially.  At the 1

time  of  Willingham’s  marriage  in  1867  to  Elizabeth  PYM  he  was 
serving in Fort Beaufort, Eastern Cape, South Africa.
While serving in Chakrata, North West Provinces, India, Willingham 
died suddenly in  April  1875 at  the age of  only 31,  leaving his  wife 
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pregnant with their third daughter Mona.

Elizabeth Blew PYM
Although there were male family members present in the life of the young family, such as 
Willingham’s  elder  brother  Major  (Later  Major-General)  John Booth Richardson ,  their 2

mother must have been the formative influence on the young girls.
With some notable exceptions, wives left much smaller footprints than their husbands but 
their influence, especially on their daughters, should not be underestimated.
So who was Elizabeth Blew Pym?
She  was  borne  in  1838  to  John  PYM  and  Caroline  née 
ELKINGTON.
John was of the PYMs of Topsham in Devon, borne there ca. 
1800. 
Caroline was borne in Birmingham in 1807.  Her father was 
an attorney.
In June 1826 it was widely reported that
in the Court of the Kings Bench, Caroline Elkington “a young and 
beautiful lady” and daughter of an attorney at Birmingham recovered 
£250 damages from Mr Copeland, a surgeon, for a breach of a promise to marry her.
To  what  extent  this  action  was  of  her  own  volition  we  cannot  know,  for  she  was 
presumably supported in this by her attorney father.  Eventually she must have got over 
this for she married John Pym, a structural engineer, in 1835.
They produced the following children:

The 1851 census recorded Caroline in Lambeth, London with Elizabeth.  Husband John 
and sons John (11) and Brymore (5) were not present and I have found no trace of them.  
The  boys  might  have  been  away  at  school  but  there  is  no  record  of  them.  Caroline 
declared herself “Head of household”, which implies that her husband was not just briefly 
absent.
The family is  curiously absent from UK census records,  suggesting John’s  work  as  a 
structural engineer had taken him and at times his family elsewhere.  However, in the 
1861 census the whole family apart from daughter Elizabeth (23) were in Pountney St 
Lawrence, Middlesex.  Just under a year later on 5th February 1862, Elizabeth’s father 
John died. I have not found any trace of others of the family in the 1871 census. . John 

Elizabeth Blew Abt. April 1838 Hanover Square, London

John Hampden Abt. April 1840 St Stephens. London

Brymore Elkington Abt. 1846 St Stephens. London
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Hampden is said to have died on  25 Sep 1873 aged 33 in Iquique, Peru [actually over the 
border in Chile].
In 1866 Willingham Richardson had shipped for Cylon en route to the Cape of  Good 
Hope, South Africa.   On 7th August 1867 he and Elizabeth were married in the Cape 
Colony.   This  was  soon  after  his  arrival  and  against  regimental  expectations  for  a 
subaltern. It is probable they had met in England and Elizabeth had followed Willingham 
out there.  Elizabeth’s father might have been known to Willingham as a fellow engineer.  
On 12th June 1868 Willingham was ordered to India.  Elizabeth, pregnant, remained in the 
Cape Colony and on 4th July 1868 gave birth to their first daughter Josephine Mary.  They 
followed Willingham to India in due course.
By 1873 they were in  the Chakrata  Hill  Station in  North West  Provinces,  where their 
second daughter Caroline Beatrice was borne on 26th September 1873.
On 7th April 1875 Willingham died suddenly of an aneurism.  Elizabeth must have been 
four  months  pregnant  at  the  time,  for  she  gave  birth  to  their  third  daughter  Mona 
Willingham on 15th September 1875 in Rock Ferry on the Wirral, Cheshire.  Somehow she 
dealt with Willingham’s death, wound up their affairs in India and got from Chakrata to 
Rock Ferry while pregnancy and with two young daughters in tow.  I have been unable to 
locate any relevant passenger lists.
Why Rock Ferry?  Elizabeth’s father John had died.  I have not found her mother in the 
1871 census, so she could have been abroad abroad and hence unavailable as a support.
It so happens that Willingham’s sister Beatrice Anna née REYNOLDS had given birth in 
Rock Ferry to a son Willingham “Hammy” Franklin on 8th June.  No surprise about the 
choice of name for the new baby, and maybe “Hammy’ alludes to his Uncle John Hamden 
who had died in 1873.
Six  years  later  in  the  1881  census,  Elizabeth (declared age  38  but  actually  42-43)  was 
recorded as an accountant and living at 34 St Oswald Road, Fulham, London as head of 
household, together with Caroline (7), Mona (5) and her widowed mother Caroline (72). 
As well a servant, there was a visitor -  Betty de Fret? (30) a hospital nurse borne in the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  -  presumably  a  friend  from  Elizabeth’s  time  in  South  Africa.  
Josephine (11) was away at the Royal School For Daughters of Officers in Bath.
Ten years later in the 1891 census, Elizabeth (declared age 51 but actually 52-53) was still 
at 34 St Oswald Road, and now “Living on own means”.  With her was her daughter 
Caroline (17) and a servant/cook.  I presume her mother Caroline had died by then.
Mona (15) was at the rectory in Ewelme, Oxfordshire, visiting the Rev. Henry Kingdom 
SIMCOX, his wife Elizabeth Ann and family,  mostly of  school age.   Also visiting was 
Violet WARD also aged 15.  I have no idea what the connection was. Perhaps she was a 
school friend with the Simcox daughters or Violet.
Josephine  (22)  was  in  Devonport  (Plymouth)  visiting  her  uncle  Col.  John  Booth 
Richardson and his wife Annie.  The household included three servants - cook, housemaid 
and tweenie.  Also visiting was Josephine’s cousin Beatrice Margaret “Daisy” REYNOLDS 
(23).  This suggests that the two cousins were close. They must have first met aged seven 
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and eight when Josephine arrived at Rock Ferry with her mother Elizabeth about to give 
birth to Mona.  They were both borne overseas and both had become teachers.  Now they 
were spending time together. 
Three years later, on 11th December 1894 Elizabeth died at “The Gables” in Shoeburyness 
in Essex, which was probably a care home.  Her grave lacks her date of birth - something 
she seems to have been coy about. She was aged 55-56.

The REYNOLDS
Willingham’s older sister and the only daughter of Sir John Richardson was Beatrice Anna 
RICHARDSON, borne 31st  May 1841 at  Haslar,  Gosport  to his  second wife Mary née 
BOOTH.
Mary died in 1845 after the birth of the seventh child Edward Kendall.  In 1847 he married 
his third wife  Mary FLETCHER, a widow and owner of Lancrigg just outside Grasmere. 
Sir John retired there, taking his surviving children with him.
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In the 1861 census, Beatrice was in Old Windsor, staying with Rev. Henry John CHEALES 
(31) and his wife Edith Mary née BOOTH (23). Henry was curate of Sunningdale.  (There 
was also a “perpetual curate of Sunningdale” in the Parsonage close by.)
Also present was Edith’s younger sister Jane Mary BOOTH (20).  Edith and Jane were 
Beatrice’s 1st cousins.
Another visitor was Henry Giles ALINGTON (23), recorded as a Pedagogue B.A.  Four 
years later Henry ALINGTON and Jane BOOTH would be married.  Both Henry and Jane 
had clergy fathers and probably met through this family.  Their two sons Hildebrand and 
Cyril would both be clergy, Cyril becoming Headmaster of Shrewsbury School, then of 
Eaton,  Dean of Durham and Chaplain to King George V.  He would also become my 
father’s Godfather.  His daughter would marry Sir Alec DOUGLAS-HOME, UK Foreign 
Secretary and then Prime Minister
Ten months after the death of her father, on 6th April 
1866, Beatrice married Charles Henry REYNOLDS in 
Grasmere.   Her  elder  brother  John  Booth 
RICHARDSON  immortalised  the  wedding  by 
writing  a  letter  to  the  honeymoon  couple  with 
illustrations of their wedding day.  A facsimile of this 
souvenir can still be purchased in Grasmere today.
Charles was an East India merchant.  They would go 
on to have six children.

The 1871 census recorded Beatrice in a lodging house in Hampstead, London together 
with her two children.  Presumably Charles was overseas.  As we know, in September 
1875, Beatrice was in Rock Ferry having recently given birth to Willingham.  Why she was 
there, I do not know. Charles was probably abroad again.  It was there she was joined by 
Elizabeth  Richardson on her  return from India  and who gave birth  to  Mona on 15th 
September.
In 1881 the whole family was in Wanstead, Essex.
By  1891  Charles  had  retired  as  an  East  India  merchant  and  had  become  a  brewery 
manager.  The family lived in a substantial house “The Paddocks”, in Thetford, Norfolk.  
Charles die there in 1910.  Beatrice died in High Barnet in 1915.

Beatrice Margaret “Daisy” 15 May 1867 Bombay, India

Rev. Charles Percy Herbert “Class” 24 June 1869 Bombay, India

Lt Col. John Richardson July 1873 Wanstead, Essex

Willingham “Hammy” Franklin 8 June 1875 Rock Ferry, Cheshire

Violet Eugenia “Visey” 22 December 1877 Wanstead, Essex

Lilian Mary 10 April 1879 Wanstead, Essex
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Shortly after Charles’ funeral, all the surviving family, apart from John who was abroad, 
gathered in Brancaster, Norfolk.  They were joined by John Booth RICHARDSON and his 
wife Annie.  A photo with identifications is available.

Painting by John Booth Richardson of Violet and Lillian in the garden of “The Paddocks”
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